
MINUTES 

Cambria County Planning Commission 

 November 17, 2022 

 

  The regular monthly meeting of the Cambria County Planning 

Commission was held on Thursday, November 17, 2022, 12 noon, at Kosta’s 

Restaurant, Ebensburg, Pennsylvania.  

  In the absence of the Chair and Vice-Chair, Mr. Kiel called the 

meeting to order.     

 

PRESENT     ABSENT 

 

Russ Kiel     Eric Wolf 

Ron Rovansek    James White 

Debra Orner     Melissa Komar 

Diane Waksmunski    Danea Koss 

      Lisa Mays 

  

STAFF       

 

Christopher Allison    

Colleen A. Bukowski     

Katherine Kinka 

Shanna Sosko 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

  No public comment was presented at this meeting.   

ACTION ITEMS 

Approval of Minutes 

  On a motion by Ms. Orner, seconded by Mr. Rovansek, the minutes 

of the October 20, 2022 meeting were approved.  The motion passed 

unanimously.  

Treasurer’s Report 

  The November Financial Statement was read by Mr. Allison and 

reviewed by those present.  With no questions or comments presented on the 

statement, Mr. Rovansek made a motion that the Treasurer’s Report, including 

expenses listed for payment, be approved.  The motion was seconded by Ms. 

Waksmunski and passed unanimously.   

  Mr. Rovansek suggested that, at a future CCPC meeting, the 

Executive Director provide a brief presentation on how state liquid fuels are 

allocated across the Commonwealth and how this revenue is distributed in  

Cambria County.  Noting that he will provide more detailed information at a 

later date, Mr. Allison apprised those present that liquid fuels money is 

generated through gasoline taxes and is allocated on a state funding formula 

which utilizes highway mileage and population statistics.  He also noted that 

the County Commissioners allocate a portion of the County’s liquid fuels 

money to the CCPC for county bridge planning and coordination activities.   

  Mr. Allison indicated that approval of the Commission’s Plans 

Review Policy/Fee Updates will be deferred pending staff review of the 

solicitor’s comments on this initiative.  He explained that the solicitor’s 

comments are quite lengthy and focus on the fact that although the PA 



Municipal Planning Code mandates County review of municipal subdivision/land 

developments, no guidance is offered as to what is considered a “reasonable 

fee” for the review services.   

STATUS REPORTS 

Executive Director/Transportation 

  Regarding the vacant Transportation Planner position, Mr. Allison 

stated that two applicants will be interviewed next week.  He noted that CCPC 

staff and Commission members Debra Orner and Ron Rovansek will be conducting 

the interviews.   

  Mr. Allison reported that administration activities have been 

continuing regarding the initiation of the 2022-2024 Unified Planning Work 

Program and the coordination of MPO activities.  He noted that he also 

recently attended a Southern Alleghenies Planning Advisory Committee meeting 

and the annual PennDOT Planning Partners conference.   

  With regard to the replacement of the Red Mill Bridge in 

Blacklick Township, Mr. Allison stated that Commission staff continues to 

provide coordination services to keep the project continuing at a steady 

pace.  He commented that current project consultants on the project include 

the County Commissioners, Keller Engineers, the Federal Army Corps of 

Engineers, and various utility company representatives.   

  The meeting was recessed at 12:40 p.m. and reconvened at      

1:00 p.m.   

Community Development Planning 

  Ms. Sosko reported that in addition to review of several 

residential subdivision and land development plans, she also provided 

comments on three non-residential land development plans on Cambria 

County/John Murtha Airport property.  She commented that the airport plans 

included the expansion of hangars and development of a car wash.  Ms. Sosko 

also noted that staff submitted several letters of support for various DCNR 

and PennDOT Multi-modal funding applications submitted by municipalities 

throughout the County.   

  Ms. Sosko stated that to support the bicycle parking/bike rack 

initiative in the City of Johnstown, she updated mapping which identifies the 

proposed locations of the installation sites.  Ms. Kinka further explained 

that the updates reflect changes in landmarks and identify proposed bike rack 

and corral locations, which will facilitate project implementation  

  Ms. Sosko apprised the members of several other community 

development work efforts.  She reported that field checks of 30 HPMS segments 

have been completed with updates and necessary edits submitted to PennDOT.  

Ms. Sosko stated that in addition to providing routine updates to the CCPC 

website and Facebook page, she recently attended the following education and 

coordination meetings:  2022 PA Chapter of the American Planning Association 

conference and a County Stormwater Management meeting.    The Community 

Development Planner briefly noted that the Commission recently received a 

request from the City of Johnstown to review and comment on proposed zoning 

amendments which affect parcels in the 14th Ward of the City.  She explained 

that the amendment proposes rezoning of several parcels from Residential to 

Traditional Neighborhood District.   

 



Senior Planning 

  Ms. Kinka provided additional information on the Bicycle Parking 

Pilot Project, explaining that initial efforts will focus on the installation 

of a bike corral at Central Park and a single bike rack on Locust Street near 

the Music Park.  She commended the Community Foundation for the Alleghenies 

for their approval of a mini-grant to assist with the fabrication and 

installation of the bicycle racks.   

  Ms. Kinka apprised the members of the outcome of research she 

recently conducted regarding a sewage planning module which was submitted to 

the CCPC for review.  She explained that Commission staff learned that PA DEP 

policy specifically states that projects which include sewage facilities 

planning on land which has not been subdivided since 1989 do not require 

review by a countywide planning agency. Ms. Kinka noted that although this 

situation is unusual, staff is now aware of the PA DEP policy with regard to 

a “reconstructive planning” circumstance.   

  The Senior Planner stated that she will be attending a meeting 

with representatives from Westmont Borough, Upper Yoder Township, and the 

Westmont School District regarding organization of a regional recreation 

authority.  She noted that recreation initiatives were identified as a 

priority in the County Comprehensive Plan.  

  With regard to another priority identified in the Alleghenies 

Ahead Comprehensive Plan, Ms. Kinka commented that the SAPDC has undertaken 

development of a regional housing strategy.  Each of the six counties that 

participated in the regional plan have been requested to circulate and 

encourage participation in a housing survey which will garner information on 

housing needs in the six-county region.  She noted that the survey mirrors 

the survey which was developed for the Elevate Johnstown Market-Rate Pilot 

Housing Strategy.   

OLD BUSINESS 

NEW BUSINESS 

  Mr. Kiel stated that there was no “Old Business” or “New 

Business” to discuss.   

  The meeting was adjourned on a motion by Mr. Rovansek, seconded 

by Ms. Waksmunski.  Motion carried.   

 


