
MINUTES 

Cambria County Planning Commission 

 September 15, 2022 

 

  The regular monthly meeting of the Cambria County Planning 

Commission was held on Thursday, September 15, 2022, 12 noon, at Kosta’s 

Restaurant, Ebensburg, Pennsylvania.  

  Vice-Chair, Jim White, called the meeting to order.     

 

PRESENT     ABSENT 

 

James White     Eric Wolf 

Ron Rovansek    Russ Kiel 

Debra Orner     Melissa Komar 

Danea Koss     Lisa Mays 

Diane Waksmunski     

    

STAFF       

 

Christopher Allison    

Colleen A. Bukowski     

Katherine Kinka 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

  No public comment was presented at this meeting.   

ACTION ITEMS 

Approval of Minutes 

  On a motion by Mr. Rovansek, seconded by Ms. Waksmunski, the 

minutes of the August 18, 2022 meeting were approved.  The motion passed 

unanimously.  

Treasurer’s Report 

  The September Financial Statement was read by Mr. Allison and 

reviewed by those present.  There being no questions or comments on the 

statement, Mr. Rovansek made a motion that the September Treasurer’s Report, 

including expenses listed for payment, be approved.  The motion was seconded 

by Ms. Orner and passed unanimously.   

STATUS REPORTS 

Executive Director/Transportation 

  Noting that due to the lack of potential candidate applications, 

the deadline for submission of applications for the transportation planner 

position has been extended to October 21, 2022.  Following a brief discussion 

regarding this position, it was determined that the position will be re-

posted on the PA American Planning Association website and a classified job 

opening will be advertised in the Johnstown Tribune Democrat.  In response to 

several questions, Ms. Kinka stated that although local colleges and 

universities were contacted to aid in the job search, no responses from 

potential candidates were received.  Mr. Rovansek suggested that relative 

departments/career services at Penn State also be contacted in an effort to 

recruit additional applicants.     

   



  Noting that the Commission continues to submit invoices under the 

2021-2022 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP), Mr. Allison informed the 

members that the 2022-2024 UPWP has not been executed at the state level.  He 

indicated that the statewide delay in executing the contracts will not impact 

funding levels on the UPWP contracts.    

  Mr. Allison reported that staff members of the CCPC, CamTran, and 

the City of Johnstown have collaborated on a proposal requesting additional 

funding through the Unified Planning Work Program.  He explained that if 

PennDOT approves the proposal, funds will be used to prepare a planning study 

for renovations to the Main Street transit center.  Mr. Allison noted that 

the planning study will facilitate CamTran’s use of RAISE grant funding which 

was awarded earlier this year.   

  Mr. Allison noted that staff has been actively involved in 

finalizing the William Penn Avenue Corridor Plan.  Noting that a field view 

of the project area was recently completed, he deferred additional 

explanation and discussion on the plan to the Senior Planner’s status report.     

  Providing an update on the status of the Red Mill Bridge 

replacement project, Mr. Allison stated that the environmental permitting 

process has been initiated and bids for the project will be let in late 

2022/early 2023, with construction scheduled to begin in June 2023.  He 

explained that because the original historic structure is too deteriorated to 

be reused, a memorandum of agreement (MOA) which outlines strategies to be 

taken by the County to offset replacing the historic bridge with a new 

structure was prepared and submitted to the Army Corps. of Engineers for 

review.     

  Mr. Rovansek made a motion to recess the meeting at 12:35 p.m.  

The motion was seconded by Ms. Waksmunski.  Mr. White reconvened the meeting 

at 12:50 p.m.   

Community Development Planning 

  In the absence of Ms. Sosko, Mr. Allison noted that progress on 

the proposed Mainline Comprehensive Plan has been stalled due to inability to 

schedule meetings conducive to all interested parties.  Ms. Kinka also 

indicated that the need for preliminary groundwork, i.e., budget preparation, 

municipal cooperative agreements, scope of work, etc., precludes the 

submission of a grant application before the fall of 2023.   

Senior Planning 

  Ms. Kinka stated that she recently completed a County Planning 

Agency review for a sewage facilities planning module submitted on behalf of 

Flair of Country for a development in Richland Township.  Ms. Kinka explained 

that the module was for a sewer extension to serve a proposed event center to 

be constructed in the vicinity of the John Murtha Cambria County Airport.  

  Ms. Kinka reported that she participated in a meeting with local 

economic development stakeholders and representatives from Pittsburgh 

Gateways, a non-profit business accelerator.  Noting that the meeting 

provided an opportunity for presentation and discussion of potential tax 

credit financing opportunities, Ms. Kinka stated that market-route housing 

endeavors within the Johnstown CBD were discussed as possible projects that 

may benefit from these financial incentives.     

  Updating the members on the status of the William Penn Avenue 

Corridor Plan, Ms. Kinka stated that a field view of the corridor and 



adjacent Prospect neighborhood was conducted by Commission staff.  Noting 

that staff had an opportunity to converse with area residents during the 

field view, Ms. Kinka stated that staff will begin prioritizing recommended 

streetscape improvements along the corridor.  She explained that proposed 

projects focus on routine maintenance, crosswalk signage, vegetation control, 

catch basin cleaning, etc. along the corridor and the need for improved 

recreation/open space areas in the residential neighborhood.   

  There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was 

adjourned on a motion by Ms. Orner, seconded by Mr. Rovansek.  The motion 

passed unanimously.   


