
MINUTES 

Cambria County Planning Commission 

 April 17, 2022 

 

  The regular monthly meeting of the Cambria County Planning 

Commission was held on Thursday, April 17, 2022, 12 noon, at Kosta’s 

Restaurant, Ebensburg, Pennsylvania.  

  In the absence of the Chair and Vice-Chair, Ms. Waksmunski called 

the meeting to order.   

 

PRESENT     ABSENT 

 

Diana Waksmunski    Eric Wolf 

Russ Kiel     James White 

Ron Rovansek 

Debra Orner 

Danea Koss 

Melissa Komar 

Lisa Mays    

 

STAFF       

 

Christopher Allison 

Colleen A. Bukowski     

Katie Kinka     

Shanna Sosko 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

  No guests were present at the meeting and no public comment was 

offered.  

  For the benefit of the newly-appointed members of the Commission, 

brief introductions took place and Ms. Komar and Ms. Mays were welcomed to 

the Board.  Mr. Rovansek suggested that a copy of an in-house document 

entitled, “The Cambria County Planning Commission - Who We Are and What We 

Do” be provided to all Commission members.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SEARCH 

  No comment was made regarding the search for a new Executive 

Director at this meeting.    

  There was a general consensus among those present that the 

Executive Session be held after the “New” Business agenda item. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

  On a motion by Mr. Rovansek, seconded by Mr. Kiel, the minutes of 

the March 17, 2022 meeting were approved.  The motion passed unanimously.   

TREASURER’S REPORT 

  The April Financial Statement was read by Ms. Bukowski and 

reviewed by those present. There being no questions or comments on the 

report, Mr. Rovansek made a motion that the April Treasurer’s Report, 

including expenses submitted for payment, be approved.  The motion was 

seconded by Mr. Kiel and passed unanimously.   



STATUS REPORTS 

Transportation Planning 

  Mr. Allison reported that Westmont Borough was awarded a $700,000 

Safe-Routes-to-School grant to create a safe bicycle/pedestrian route along 

Stanford Avenue and Veta Lane. He stated that the grant will provide funding 

for intersection improvements, ADA-compliant sidewalk and curb ramps, 

signing, and pavement markings along the corridor, thereby improving bicycle 

and pedestrian access to the Westmont Hilltop Jr./Sr. High School.   

   Mr. Allison reported that preparation of the FY 2022-2024 Unified 

Planning Work Program has continued during the past month.  In regard to this 

update, Mr. Allison presented a copy of a resolution required by the PA 

Department of Transportation to facilitate extension of the current work 

program and for future UPWP open-end base agreements.  He explained that the 

resolution authorizes the Commission Chair, Executive Director and 

Transportation Planner to sign/execute current and future Open-End Base 

Agreements and subsequent work orders with the PA Department of Transportation 

on behalf of the CCPC.  The Transportation Planner noted that the signatories 

can be updated each year if the Commission so desires.  Mr. Kiel made a motion 

that the resolution be adopted and the Commission Chair be authorized to sign 

the resolution.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Rovansek and passed 

unanimously.   

Community Development 

  Ms. Sosko stated that she has been gathering information and 

coordinating with the Commission’s legal counsel regarding several Right-to-

Know requests.  She noted that the Commission requested a 30-day extension to 

respond to the requests and, pursuant to the recommendations provided by 

legal counsel, will provide requested information in a timely manner.   

  Ms. Sosko reported that she and the Commission’s Senior Planner 

have continued to promote participation in a regional comprehensive plan in 

the mainline area of the County.  She indicated that Portage Township, 

Portage Borough, and Cassandra Borough are in favor of taking a regional 

approach in the development of a comprehensive plan.  Ms. Sosko stated that 

Commission staff members plan to attend the municipal meetings of several 

surrounding municipalities (Cresson Township, Cresson Borough, Washington 

Township, and Lilly Borough) to apprise and encourage their participation in 

this regional planning endeavor.   

Senior Planning 

  Ms. Kinka briefly reported her involvement with the mainline area 

regional comprehensive planning process, expressing enthusiasm for the 

initiative.  She noted that participating municipalities can benefit from 

shared services, more competitive grant opportunities, and potential future 

growth and development.   

 

  Ms. Kinka noted that several municipalities have submitted grant 

applications to the PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 

(DCNR) seeking funding to implement/improve recreational amenities in their 

communities.  She indicated that CCPC staff has provided letters of support 

to enhance the municipal grant applications.  Further discussing recreation 

grant opportunities, Ms. Kinka encouraged those present to apprise interested 



municipalities/organizations to consider the Regional Greenways Mini-Grant 

Program which is administered by the Southern Alleghenies Regional Planning 

Commission (SAPDC).  She noted that projects eligible for funding must fall 

within the Southern Alleghenies Region of Bedford, Blair, Cambria, Fulton, 

Huntingdon, and Somerset Counties.  In response to an inquiry from Ms. 

Waksmunski, Ms. Kinka stated that these types of grants typically require a 

50% local financial match.   

 

  Apprising the members of additional activities undertaken during 

the past month, Ms. Kinka stated that she has continued to review residential 

and commercial sewage planning modules as requested and has also continued 

coordination activities with the County’s Emergency Management Department.  

She explained that the Emergency Management Agency and other county 

stakeholders are considering the feasibility of utilizing existing rail 

trails and other public infrastructure to integrate fiber infrastructure into 

key areas of the county.   

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

  There was no “Old Business” discussed at the meeting. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

  Ms. Kinka requested CCPC members to consider a time-line as to 

when job descriptions can be updated and staff cross-training can be 

initiated.  Ms. Sosko also requested that members consider staff merit 

bonuses for the additional responsibilities/tasks undertaken in the absence 

of a full-time Executive Director.  Mr. Rovansek requested that staff job 

descriptions be provided to each Commission member and suggested that updates 

to staff job descriptions be initiated after a new Executive Director has 

been named.  On behalf of the CCPC Board of Directors, Mr. Kiel expressed 

sincere appreciation to the staff for their dedication to the Commission 

during this time of transition.   

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

  Ms. Waksmunski stated that an Executive Session would be held at 

this time to discuss personnel matters.  She noted that no further business 

would be discussed and the regular meeting would be adjourned immediately 

after the Executive Session.   

 

 

 

 

 

 


