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Chapter 9

The Cambria County MPO recognizes that any project or action will have desired effects on the
transportation system as well as other impacts to the community and the environment. It also
recognizes that many impacts are predictable and that advance environmental coordination speeds
project delivery, and ultimately reduces costs in time and dollars.
Cambria County is rich in natural and cultural resources and is actively rebranding itself as a tourist and
recreation destination. Cambria County has been and is continuing to restore its natural waterways,
greenspaces and other natural resources from the damage that was done during the county’s industrial
era, creating a restored and clean environment to visit and play. In order to do our part to protect these
valuable resources and prevent disturbances, it is vital to recognize these resources and establish an
effective environmental mitigation plan to assure that the best measures are being taken to preserve
them for years to come.
It should be noted that Cambria County’s priority project list focuses on system maintenance and
preservation projects, rather than the construction of brand new, major infrastructure. While
considering the potential impacts these projects may have on the community and environment is
essential, these projects are less likely to have detrimental impacts on the environmental and cultural
resources in Cambria County.
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AIR QUALITY CONFORMITY ANALYSIS
Purpose
The Transportation Conformity Analysis Report (Appendix D) prepared by the Cambria
County MPO and the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation provides a regional
forecast of emissions and an analysis of the air quality implications of the regionally
significant, non-exempt projects listed in the 2021 Transportation Improvement
Program and 2045 Long Range Transportation Plan prepared for Cambria County,
resulting in a pass/fail status for each program.
Conformity Analysis Requirement
The Clean Air Act (CAA) requires the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to set
National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for pollutants considered harmful to
public health and the environment. A nonattainment area is any area that does not
meet the primary or secondary NAAQS. Once a nonattainment area meets the
standards and additional re-designation requirements in the CAA [Section
107(d)(3)(E)], EPA will designate the area as a maintenance area.
Cambria County is currently included in the Johnstown, PA maintenance area under
both the 1997 8-hour ozone NAAQS and the 2006 24-hour fine particulate matter
(PM2.5) NAAQS. Cambria County is in attainment for all other current NAAQS.
Transportation conformity requires nonattainment and maintenance areas to
demonstrate that all future transportation projects will not prevent an area from
reaching its air quality attainment goals.
Conformity Analysis
An emissions analysis was completed for the 1997 annual PM2.5 NAAQS and the 2006
24-hour PM2.5 NAAQS, as well as the 1997 8-hour ozone NAAQS using the
methodology and assumptions provide in the report and its attachments. In brief,
four regionally significant highway projects (which may have a significant effect on
emissions, i.e. would increase capacity or significantly impact vehicular speeds) would
projected to impact emissions for years 2025, and 2027. The results demonstrated
that projected emissions are below the 1997 annual fine particulate (PM2.5) and 2006
24-hour PM2.5 federal air quality standards, as well as the 1997 8-hour ozone NAAQS .
The table below lists the regionally specific projects. For complete information on air
quality conformity analysis for the 2021-2045 Cambria County LRTP, see Appendix D.
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FY2021 Twelve Year Program (TYP)

94476

SR 3016 Luray Avenue to
Demuth Street

99282

Franklin Street Signals

110119

114001

Congestion reduction and safety
improvements on Scalp Avenue / Bedford
Street (SR 3016) to Luray Avenue (SR 3012)
and on PA 756 from Clearwater Street to
Lamberd Avenue in Geistown Borough and
Stonycreek and Richland Townships
Signal improvements on Franklin Street (SR
3011) at the intersections with Akers Street,
Osborne Street, and PA 403 in the City of
Johnstown, Cambria County.

Chapter 9

Completion
year

2025

2025

PA 756 - Lamberd Ave to
Alvin St

Resurfacing and intersection and corridor
improvements on Bedford Street (PA 756)
from Lamberd Avenue to Alvin
Street in Geistown Borough and Richland
Township, Cambria County. Potential
improvements include signal upgrades, with
addition of left and center turn lanes,
drainage upgrades, and pedestrian safety and
traffic calming improvements.

2025

PA 756 – Alvin Ave to
Inducstial Park Rd

Roaday improvements and updating of traffic
signals that are nearing the end of their life
expectancy on PA756 (Elton Road) from T-464
(Alvin Street) to T-737 (Industrial Park Road)
in richland Township.

2027

Conformity Determination
Both the 2021-2024 Cambria County Transportation Improvement Program and 20212045 Cambria County Long Range Transportation Plan are found to conform to the
applicable air quality standards or U.S. Environmental Protection Agency conformity
requirements for each of the analysis years.
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Water Quality
Extensive forest cover and limited development
protect water quality across the region. They
limit the amount of sediment and nutrients
reaching waterways and minimize solar radiation
that heats the water. Clean, cool waterways
provide quality habitat for aquatic wildlife,
including native trout, a cost-effective water
supply for community water system
withdrawals, and clean water for outdoor
recreation.
The purpose of Act 167 plans is to manage the
quantity (flow rate) and quality of water as it
moves through a watershed after storm events.
Act 167 plans have been completed for six
watersheds and the associated portions of 46
municipalities in the County.

What Can We Do?
When reviewing projects, The Cambria County
MPO shall place awareness on the impact that
the project may have on water quality for
community water systems and the tourism
industry. This includes waterways with troutrelated designations, high quality and
exceptional value waterways and Act 167 watersheds. Where potential impacts are
known, verify Act 167 watersheds and liaison with other county departments and
municipality(s), as needed.

Source: Cambria County GIS Center
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Hydrology
Climate and waters sculpt the County’s
landscape.
The National Wetlands Inventory, a U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service program, screens
various data sets to produce an inventory of
likely wetland locations. The National
Wetlands Inventory estimates
approximately 1,750 acres of wetlands in
the County.
Floodplains are lands adjacent to
watercourses that are covered by water
during times of flooding. Land is considered
in the 100-year floodplain if it has a least a 1
percent chance of being flooded during any
one year—a designation typically used for
regulatory purposes.

What Can We Do?
When considering projects, the Cambria
County MPO shall perform field verification
prior to construction to conform wetland
locations and boundaries.
Exceptional
natural communities that feature wetlands can be found in the Cambria County
Natural Heritage Inventory. Additionally, the project’s location in relation to the 100year floodplain needs to be considered, as floodplains should not be developed for
human habitation or capital intensive facilities.

Source: Cambria County GIS Center
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Biodiversity
In addition to the analysis of sensitive
natural areas, direct and indirect impacts
to endangered, threatened, and species of
special concern should be considered. The
Pennsylvania Natural Heritage Program
provides in-depth tools of analyses to
examine the potential impact
development projects may have on both
conservation initiatives and
special/protected community habitats,
based on their specific and regional
locations. The mapping image to the right
is an example image developed using the
Conservation Planning web-mapping tool, highlighting protected lands and
conservation assets & resources located throughout Cambria County.

What Can We Do?
The Cambria County MPO shall utilize the natural heritage area inventory as an initial
working reference. Custom searches using the Pennsylvania Natural Diversity
Inventory (PNDI) Environmental Review and Conservation Planning web-mapping
Tools shall take place as project concepts are proposed, before projects enter the
planning phase. Once projects are screened for potential impact, stakeholders should
obtain a PNDI receipt with recommended conservation measures, avoidance
measures, or next steps for additional/further review. A matrix of biological resources
can be referenced in Appendix B.
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History
Because the County is rural and has not
experienced extreme development pressure or
significant redevelopment, many of its
communities still reflect the architecture of their
settlement. Among older structures, some are
significant for their architecture or for the people
and events they hosted. These include sites and
structures have been listed on the National Park
Service’s National Register of Historic Places.
Other sites and structures have been evaluated
and await further application toward listing on
the National Register, and still others have been
surveyed but not evaluated.
Locally, historic preservation has been limited;
only one local historic district has been
designated and is regulated.

What Can We Do?
When planning future projects, the Cambria
County MPO shall consider historic and cultural
resources, especially in the central and
“mainline” region of the County. There are also
several areas within the City of Johnstown and
surrounding municipalities that contain historic structures and districts with several
contributing structures. If impacts to sites are unavoidable, seek context sensitive
design solutions at a scale appropriate to the facility and consider relocation of
movable features following required protocols.

Source: National Park Service
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Public Open Space and Recreation
The County’s scenic topography, water features,
and heritage sites provide outstanding
opportunities for outdoor recreation. For these
reasons, numerous sites and waterways have
been protected or designated as public lands by
state and local agencies; many have been
developed as recreation destinations.

What Can We Do?
When considering future transportation projects,
the Cambria County MPO shall pay special
attention to the preservation of greenspace
areas, in particular state and local parks, and
state forests. Cambria County also has a vibrant
and growing trail network which should be
considered when planning transportation
projects. While avoiding damage to these
recreational areas is of the utmost importance, it
is worth noting that transportation projects that
can connect these assets are encouraged.

Source: Cambria County GIS Center, PASDA,
Pennsylvania Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources
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Farmland
Three conditions contribute to the
sensitivity of farmland to transportation
projects: soils, use, and land preservation.
Fertile soils conducive to agriculture are
found throughout the County, totaling
more than 25 percent of the total area.
Some of these soils are cultivated while
others lie under forest cover or man-made
development. The likelihood of converting
either of these surface conditions to active
agriculture is very low in the current
economy.
The agricultural industry is active across 12
percent of the County. Farms are engaged
in crop and livestock production. Farms of
all sizes were present as of the 2012
Agricultural Census, however farm size in
the County is trending smaller.
Farmland preservation is available through
the sale of development rights or
easement. Fourteen farms representing
over 2,400 acres of farmland have been
protected from development.

Source: Cambria County GIS Center

What Can We Do?
Given the focus on system preservation projects in the long-range transportation plan,
potential permanent impacts to farmland soils and agricultural easements are few;
temporary impacts during construction are more likely but could be just as significant.
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Waste Management Sites
Waste sites are sites that may
contain pollutants that could be
released if sites are inappropriately
disturbed. They include
contaminated sites such as
Superfund sites overseen by the US
EPA; sites with storage tanks used to
hold large quantities of chemicals;
sites that produce, handle, or dispose
of hazardous waste; and municipal
waste facilities. In Cambria County,
these sites include manufacturing
facilities, hospitals, fueling stations,
and landfills, among others.

What Can We Do?
The Cambria County MPO shall field
view upcoming project sites to verify
the status of nearby waste sites as
active or other (inactive or closed).
The majority of waste sites in the
county are located in the southern
region of the county, near the
population centers and former
industrial sites. Where potential
Source: Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
impacts are known, offer to liaison
with waste site operator, as needed,
regarding actual location of waste
storage, construction schedule
and limits to/requirements for access, and other relevant site and project information.
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Environmental Mitigation Action Plan
In order to achieve optimal environmental outcomes from priority transportation
projects, the Cambria County MPO commits to the agency coordination and action as
outlined it the table on the following page:
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Mitigation Activity
Field view and update mapping of new
projects to be programmed on each TIP
and to share findings and data/GIS map
updates with appropriate agencies

Implementation/Coordination
Partner(s)
Cambria County GIS Department
PennDOT District 9-0

Chapter 9

Timeframe/Frequency
Every four years, during
TIP update process

PennDOT Central Office
PA Department of Environmental
Protection
Cambria County Conservation
District
Pennsylvania Natural Heritage
Program

Utilize and follow the PennDOT
Connects process and the Pennsylvania
Heritage Program natural heritage area
inventory & PNDI environmental review
tool to identify, verify, and update
potential environmental impacts of
transportation proposals and projects
Activate existing local & regional
greenways & open space network plans
to identify potential impacts to public
recreational spaces

PennDOT District 9-0
PennDOT Central Office

As project concepts are
proposed, before projects
enter the planning phase

Cambria County MPO
Pennsylvania Natural Heritage
Program
Pennsylvania Game Commission
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat
Commission and/or U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service

Coordinate with local authorities to
align future transportation projects with
future trail corridor and open space
planning,, where feasible

Pennsylvania Department of
Conservation & Natural Resources

Participate in project-level scoping field
views with PennDOT District personnel,
and invite ACM members to field view
project sites with complex
environmental considerations

PennDOT District 9-0

Consult with appropriate parties to
identify early opportunities to avoid,
minimize, and mitigate environmental
impacts during project development,
and to consider advanced mitigation
opportunities beyond replacement
toward enhancement and restoration

Cambria County Conservation
District

Continue to learn more about how to
best incorporate the PennDOT
Connects process, as it pertains to
environmental impact, through training
& resource-specific workshops

PennDOT Central Office

Cambria County Conservation &
Recreation Authority

ACM

On an as-needed/ projectspecific basis

As project enters
development phase

PA Department of Environmental
Protection

Yearly/on-going
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Agency Coordination
During development of this plan, the Cambria County Planning Commission coordinated with various
state and federal agencies concerning environmental impacts. A presentation was made at the May 27,
2020 Agency Coordination Meeting (ACM), and a draft of the plan was made available for review by
ACM members. Comments were incorporated into the plan before adoption by the Cambria County
MPO, as follows:
Comment: Chapter 9, Environmental Analysis does not address State Game Lands (SGL) nor potential
impacts to them, and they are not discussed under Public Open Space and Recreation.
Response: A State Game Lands layer was added to the Public Open Space and Recreation map.
Comment: Environmental Mitigation Action Plan of Chapter 9 does not currently have a section for
Public Open Space and Recreation but should as these lands maybe impacted by proposed projects.
Response: Open space and recreation coordination added to the matrix.
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