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MOVING CAMBRIA COUNTY AND ITS COMMUNITIES 

FORWARD 



 Another Successful Year! 

This past year was one of many successes and accomplishments 

for the Cambria County Planning Commission.  Starting the year 

working with the County Commissioners to connect county 

communities with natural gas service and ending the year with an 

update to the Long Range Transportation Plan, this year was full 

of service to our local municipalities. 

Meetings were held with Peoples Natural Gas Company to 

encourage the provision of natural gas service to Gallitzin, 

Carrolltown and other rural areas of the county that currently must 

use fuel oil, coal or wood to heat their homes.  The addition of 

natural gas service boosts property values and provides a cost 

effective option for residents to heat their homes.   

This year also kicked off the CCPC’s four year update to the 

Cambria County Long Range Transportation Plan.  For the first 

time the CCPC used an online survey tool to collect public input.  

The response was a marked improvement over more traditional 

methods of public input.  Staff is working with the project 

consultant to draft the plan which should be complete mid 2016. 

Speaking of long range plans, the CCPC has also been working 

with its Southern Alleghenies partners to begin a first of its kind 

regional comprehensive plan.  The plan will include Cambria, 

Somerset, Blair, Bedford, Huntingdon and Fulton counties, the six 

counties that comprise the Southern Alleghenies Planning and 

Development Commission. 

 

Finally, staff recently created a useful GIS data tool for local 

municipalities to inventory their street signs.  As PennDot will 

begin adopt new standards for local street signs that will require 

local municipalities to replace many of their existing street signs, 

the first step is for local municipalities to know exactly how many 

signs they have.  Staff has worked with Willmore and Carrolltown 

Boroughs to create a sign inventory in each community. 

 

We look forward to continued work with our project partners to 

move Cambria County FORWARD! 

 

Ethan Imhoff, AICP 

Executive Director 

 

2015 Planning 

Commission Members 

David Belz, Chair 

Ron Rovansek, Vice Chair 

Lonnie Batdorf, Treasurer 

Eric Wolf, Secretary 

Toni-Renee Anderson 

Russell Kiel 

William Trevorrow 

James White 
 

Planning Commission Staff 

 

Ethan Imhoff, AICP 

Executive Director 

eimhoff@co.cambria.pa.us 

 

Chris Allison 

Transportation Planner 

callison@co.cambria.pa.us 

 

Shanna Murphy 

Community Development 

Planner 

smurphy@co.cambria.pa.us 

 

Colleen Bukowski 

Administrative Assistant 

cbukowski@co.cambria.pa.us 

 

401 Candlelight Drive 

Ebensburg, PA  15931 

(814) 472-2106 

 

www.cambriaplanning.org 



 

 

Subdivision and Land 

Development 

In 2015, Cambria County 

Planning Commission staff 

reviewed 85 sets of plans and 

collected a total of $9,575.00 in 

review fees.     

Some locally significant 

projects were a conditional 

land use review for a natural 

gas power plant located in 

Jackson Township, land 

development plans for an iCare 

medical office building located 

in Cambria Township and a 

new Rite-Aid in the City of 

Johnstown.    

In addition to conducting plan 

reviews, the CCPC hosted a 

three session training course presented by the Pennsylvania Municipal Planning Education 

Institute (PMPEI) on Subdivision and Land Development Review which was attended by eight 

people who included engineers, municipal officials, municipal planning commission members 

and CCPC staff.    

Project Reviews 

The CCPC reviews a myriad of applications for the Department of Environmental Protection, 

including mining related permits and stormwater related permits.   The Planning Commission 

also reviews applications for funding for various public works projects from several state and 

federal funding sources.  The table below represents the projects the CCPC reviewed in 2015.    

Department of Environmental Protection 44 

Pennsylvania Infrastructure Investment Authority 
(PENNVEST) 

4 

Pennsylvania Department of Community 
Development Flood Mitigation Program 

2 

Drinking Water and Clean Water State Revolving 
Funds 

2 

Other 10 

 

 

                                                          COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 



 

LTAP 

 

Throughout the year, the Planning Commission 

partners with PennDOT to conduct the Local Technical 

Assistance Program (LTAP) in Cambria County.   

LTAP provides free training courses and technical 

assistance to local elected officials, municipal 

employees and other parties involved in the 

maintenance of local roads.   Cambria County hosted 

four LTAP courses this year at Penn Highlands 

Community College in Ebensburg.   These four LTAP 

classes had 58 registrants total. 

 

Sign Inventory/GIS 

In 2015, Planning Commission staff developed 

a GIS and data collection tool to assist 

municipalities in completing a traffic sign 

inventory.  Municipalities are now required to 

have a plan for the replacement of their traffic 

signs with signs that meet current 

retroreflectivity guidelines.  To assist with that, 

the CCPC developed this tool to count the 

number of signs, show their locations and 

provide maintenance related data.  The data 

collection tool utilizes a user-friendly, fillable 

PDF form and a GIS collector application to 

collect the data which gets logged in a 

geodatabase and mapped.  In 2015, CCPC staff 

conducted a sign inventory in Wilmore 

Borough and began inventorying signs in 

Carrolltown Borough.       

 

 

Spring 2015 

Principles of Paving 

Summer 2015 

Warm Mix Asphalt 

Fall 2015 

Signs and Safety Features of Local 

Bridges and Culverts 

Stormwater Facility Management 

and Maintenance 



 

 

Long Range Transportation Plan Update 

 

In 2015, Planning Commission staff began undertaking a comprehensive update to the Cambria 

County Long Range Transportation Plan. This would be a clean-sheet redesign of long-term 

strategies, goals and objectives for the County’s transportation system. The plan will incorporate 

all transportation modes, be designed with an emphasis on realistic implementation, and include 

a robust public involvement and outreach effort. The Planning Commission retained Gannett 

Fleming as project consultant in January 2015. Working with the consultant, staff convened a 

project steering committee, conducted public outreach meetings, as well as online outreach 

efforts, and conducted stakeholder interviews throughout the spring and summer months. Public 

and stakeholder input was summarized and converted into goals and objectives for the plan. As 

of February, 2016, project listings are under development. The plan is expected to be complete in 

the early summer of 2016. 

 

Transportation Program Reviews 

 

The CCPC provides technical assistance and, through the Johnstown Metropolitan Planning 

Organization, advises on numerous transportation programs. A few examples of these efforts in 

2015 are as follows: 

 

• CCPC staff attended an open house for public comments relating to the Statewide Rail 

Plan. Staff reviewed the plan, as well as the related Keystone West Rail Study, and 

provided feedback to PennDOT on behalf of the Planning Commission and the 

Johnstown Metropolitan Planning Organization. Comments centered on the desire of the 

MPO and County residents for additional passenger rail service to and from Johnstown.  

The final version of the PA State Rail Plan can be found at http://planthekeystone.com 

 

 

TRANSPORTATION PLANNING 



• Additionally, staff provided technical assistance to local applicants to the statewide 

Multimodal Transportation Fund (MTF) program, as well as the Transportation 

Alternatives Program (TAP). For 2016, there were one TAP and Four MTF applications 

in Cambria County. The CCPC will review the applications and provide comments to 

PennDOT. 

 

County Bridges 

 

During 2015 the CCPC continued to provide technical assistance to the Cambria County 

Commissioners regarding maintenance and repair of the County’s bridges. CCPC staff 

completed an analysis of County Bridge maintenance needs, including costs for bridge 

replacements, major rehabilitations, and preventative maintenance. 

 

CCPC staff worked closely with the County 

Commissioners in 2015 on the upcoming 

replacement of the Carney’s bridge in 2016 

and the Wildwood Bridge in 2017. 

 

 

 

 

Twelve Year Plan Update 

 

The Twelve Year Program (TYP) functions as the formal guide for budgeting, design, and 

construction of transportation improvements; and as federal and state funds become available, 

projects are implemented. The TYP is updated biannually. In 2015 the CCPC issued surveys to 

all Municipalities and compiled the results into a technical priority list of recommended highway 

and bridge projects.  Staff met with PennDOT staff to discuss the project priorities and develop a 

draft listing of projects. Staff also coordinated and conducted two meetings of the Johnstown 

Area Transportation Study (JATS) to hear public input on the TYP. A draft of the 2017 TYP for 

highways and bridges was approved at a combined meeting of the JATS Technical and 

Coordinating Committees on December 15, 2015. Final approval of the 2017 TYP update is 

scheduled for May 24, 2016. 

 

Highway Performance Monitoring Program (HPMS) 

 

Staff reviewed sample sections for the 2015 Highway Performance Monitoring System (HPMS) 

data verification. A total of twenty-eight sample sections were selected for field verification, of 

which fifteen were found to need changes or corrections. Comments were subsequently 

submitted to the PennDOT Central Office.  

The Carney’s Crossing Bridge in Washington Township, 

north of Lilly, will be replaced in 2016.  Cambria County 

owns 26 bridges throughout the county. 
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